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25025 SE 32nd St. Issaquah WA 98029

Presidents’ Bits and Bobs

Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year at BLMS. We have had a great
start to the year and time is already starting to fly by. Bulldog
Business days was a great success and brought many of you in with
your membership forms in hand. We are proud to say that we have
already reached our goal of 100% PTSA membership! This means
that every student at BLMS is represented by an adult member of
PTSA. Thank you to all who have joined; your voices are one key to
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For those of you who are new to BLMS, this is the PTSA newsletter,
which is distributed monthly to all members. Our goal is to keep you
informed about what is happening both here at BLMS and in the
larger PTSA world. Thank you to Kim Fancher who has agreed to
take on the job of Communications chair and newsletter editor.

Education finance will continue to be an important topic in PTSA.
There are a couple of critical issues looming on the horizon. One is
the upcoming Levy campaign. It is critical for our schools that we
pass all three levies that will be on the ballot in February. Look for
more information in the months to come. Also coming up is the
Issaquah Schools Foundation Calling for Kids campaign. Please see
the article below for important information on ISF.

We also want to extend our personal thank you to all of the
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you!!

Janine Kotan and Deb Smith
BLMS PTSA Co-Presidents
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e N Coffee with the Principal and
PTSA General Membership meetings

October 15t 9:30am
December 17t 6:30pm
February 4t 6:30pm
March 25% 6:30pm
May 20t 6:30pm

All meetings in the Library
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Reflections will be starting soon and we need a
volunteer to chair this popular student
program. If you can help out with Reflections
over the next 4 to 6 weeks, please call Janine
Kotan jmkotan@comcast.net or Deb Smith
pauldebsmith@earthlink.net as soon as
possible.

We also need a volunteer to chair the Popcorn
Committee. This is a fairly easy job; we
already have lots of volunteers willing to man
the popcorn stand. The chair is responsible for
setting up a schedule for the volunteers. If you
can help your PTSA out with this, contact
Diane Young ryoung4966@yahoo.com. The
kids love popcorn!

The PTSA also still needs a Legislation Chair.
If you would like to do this job, please call
Janine Kotan jmkotan@comcast.net or Deb
Smith pauldebsmith@earthlink.net
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Dates to Remember

\

Oct. 14 0 Mid-trimester date

Oct. 16 0 Picture retakes

Dec. 1 8 End of 1st trimester,
10:27 release time
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3 Thank You 54

Thanks to the volunteers who gave up some of their summer to
come in and put together the BLMS summer mailer: Lauren
West, Kevin West, Janice Jordon, Jordan Boyle, Alayna Niehaus,
Patty Grembowski, Kevin Kotan, Janine Kotan, and Deb Smith.

A big thank you to all of the following parent & student
volunteers who helped with Bulldog Business Days on August
18, 19th & 20,  We could not have processed all of our Bulldog
families without your fabulous help. Thanks a million to: Erin
Litka, Becky Lawrence, Sue and Lindsey Lee, Janice Jordan and
Jordan Boyle, Sylvia Gruber, Molly & Katie Mounsey, Lacey
Young, Darby Jenny, Karen Ishimaru, Alayna & Anya Niehaus,
B. Ernst, Juli Rabold, Katie Mondloch, Laurel & Jessie Shane,
Peggy Howland, Judy Babb, Gloria Crocker, Sandi Dong, Lisa
Brashem, Mary Swanson, Andrea Alrichs, Susan Smith, Judy
Lunde, Deb & Sydney Smith, Kim Anderson, Nancy Kodani-Lee,
Susan Evans, and Janine Kotan.

BLMS Magazine Drive

For a successful fundraising drive, you need many people to
volunteer their time and talent, and this year’s BLMS Magazine
Drive was no different. We would like to thank the following
parent volunteers for many hours of volunteer service processing
orders, double counting, and distributing prizes in the name of
raising funds for our BLMS students and our on-going programs
at BLMS. Many thanks to: Maureen Arnold, Diane Wagner,
Fern Wilson, Hina Giese, Rose Tegman, Becky Lawrence, Kim
Anderson, Sue Moyer, Theresa Larson, Kathy Baril, Deb Smith,
Janine Kotan, Debi O’Brien, Billi Cowin, Marni Kurtz, Ingrid
Crouch, Alayna Niehaus, Judy Babb, Karen Ishimaru, Pam
Shineman, Pam Horn, Sue Lee, Emily Tidball, Nancy Powell,
Gazala Uradnik, and Denise Bernard. Thanks to a fantastic
group of parents!

Our membership drive has been very successful; we easily
achieved 100% membership thanks to you, our wonderful parents.
Work is coming along on the PTSA directory, but we need help
with the directory mailing. If you can volunteer your time, please
contact Patty Grembowski pgrembo@clearwire.net
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South Africa Summer Trip Update
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A travel team of six people including BLMS staff members Curtis Betzler, Jenna Velozo, Kathy
Rice and Meredith Osborne left Seattle on July 10th, and spent 2 weeks distributing 10,000
reading books, more than 2,500 stuffed animals, over 12,000 pencils, nearly 3000 spiral
notebooks, 94 bicycles, 105 soccer balls and 1,300 pairs of shoes to rural school children in and
around Underberg and Himeville in the KwaZulu Natal province of South Africa. The team
visited 32 schools and placed school supplies in the hands of more than 6000 students, traveling a
total of 1,650 miles to reach some of the most remote schools in the area. Because of the efforts of
BLMS students, this project has grown to include several schools and community members in
this area. Students at Clark, Challenger, Endeavour, Skyline, and St. Louise in Bellevue collected
school supplies, stuffed animals, shoes, balls, bikes, clothing and books last year. The Generation
Joy Foundation (www.genjoy.org ), a non-profit organization which focuses on "kids helping
kids", was formed to ensure the success of the project as more and more people become involved.
Generation Joy Foundation continues to work closely with students at BLMS in planning and
executing their yearly South Africa outreach. Our students are empowered by this outreach;
they learn that they are capable of making an impact on the education of children on the other
side of the world. It is truly inspiring to be a part of this community of young people! Visit the
school website for more information and photos of the work BLMS is doing in South Africa!
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— ISSAQUAH

Welcome Back  We okingforianl to a great year with a wonderful group of ISF/PTSA Liaisons. What is an
ISF/PTSA Liaison? Yo utrodGigpuy or gal for al/l | ssaquah Sc
Representatives do a tremendous job of building bridges of understanding, support, and enthusiasm between our
schools and the I SF. This yearo6s | SF/ PTSA Liais
be reached at tkneary@msn.com and gcrocker4@comcast.net .

ISF Needs You...to Contribute toCalling for Kids

Calling for Kidsd theFoundati onds campaign to raise funds t
comprehensive 21% Century educationd is in full swing. Parents were mailed informational postcards over the
summer and will receive personalized appeals by mid-September. Thi s year 6 s campai gn
participation . If every District family contributes, the Foundation can easily raise over 1.4 million for our schools.
ISF is asking families to join the campaign with a $50 donatioror to renew and, if possible, increase their
previous Calling for Kids support. High school students will call all families on October 20" and 21%. To avoid a
call, log onto www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org to make a secure online donation or download a Calling for
Kids flier. For more information, please check the ISF website or contact the ISF office at (425) 416-2045.

Shop for Issaquah Schools Foundation

Did you know that you could support the Issaquah Schools Foundation every time you shop at amazon.com?
Simply go to the ISF website at www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org and click on the apple icon to enter
amazon.com. ISF will earn up to 8% on every purchase you make. There is no cost or obligation to you, yet your
purchases will automatically raise funds for ISF!

AQUAH

saovemcial School Board Candidate Forum

Date: Monday, October 12, 2009
Time: 7:.00 -8:00 p.m.
Place: Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus Commons

The Issaquah P TSA Council is sponsoring this School Board Candidate Forum.

On the November 3 ballot, there will be 2 school board spots up for election. Two candidates are
running for the Director District 2 position: Marnie Maraldo and Wright Noel. Chad Magendanz is
running unopposed for the Director District 4 position. Although these candidates must come from a
specific region, designated by the District number, they are elected by votes from everyone in the school
district. More data about the School Board can be fo und on the District Website

All three candidates will be in attendance at this School Board Candidate Forum. Candidates will be
asked predetermined questions and will be gi ven a time limit for each answer. This will not take the
form of a debate.

We encourage everyone to come out and meet the candidates to help you make an educated selection
on the ballot.
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