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Presidents’ Bits and Bobs 
 

We hope you all had a fun and restful mid-winter break!  We have 

some exciting events and activities to look forward to for the rest of the 

school year.  We would like to start off, however, with some thank 

you’s for things that happened in February. 

 

First of all, a huge thank you to everyone who had a hand in passing 

the three Issaquah School District Levies.  Whether you participated in 

Honk & Wave, Get out the Vote calling, talking to neighbors and 

friends about the issues, or voting yes, your help is very much 

appreciated! 

 

Thank you also to the wonderful volunteers who helped with DATA 

week.  It was another very successful week, with many lunchtime 

activities, and the Organ Lady in class for sixth graders.  Remember to 

continue to talk to you children about what they learned about the 

important topic of Drug, Alcohol, and Tobacco Awareness.  The more 

honest and connected with our kids, the better able they are able to 

handle the choices that come as a teenager. 

 

We hope you are all planning to attend BINGO night on March 12th.  

This promised to be a fun-filled family evening, and you might just win 

a prize!  Look for more information in this newsletter about BINGO 

night, and how to reserve your spot.  Also in this issue, look for some 

great Parent Education events here at Beaver Lake. 

 

Janine Kotan and Deb Smith 

BLMS PTSA Co-Presidents 

 

 

Beaver Lake Middle School PTSA 
“Encouraging Respect and Responsibility” 
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 Coffee with the Principal and 

PTSA General Membership meetings 
 

March 25th 6:30pm 

May 20th 6:30pm 

 

All meetings in the Library  

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
March 2 ð Parenting the Digital Child 
March 12 ð Bingo Night 
March 17 ð Early release at 12:05 
March 19 ð End of Trimester II ð early 

       release at 10:27 
March 25 ð Coffee with Principal and 

       PTSA Meeting 
March 29-April 2 ð Spring Break 

 

  

Volunteers for Issaquah Schools Update  

Thank you to all the voters who said YES, YES, YES to all three of 

our levies on February 9th! Here’s a brief recap of the results: 

 

Voter turnout: 40% 

Maintenance and operations levy: 65.68 % 

Capital (critical repairs and technology) levy: 64.24% 

Bus levy: 65.57% 

 

Thank you to all of the community members, parents, staff, and 

students who worked on the VIS campaign!  This levy passed 

because of all of your hard work and dedication to our students 

and our schools.  

 

VIS is an organization that exists even during non-levy and bond 

years and is always seeking volunteers and donations to prepare 

for the next campaign. 

  

To continue to help, please go to www.visvote.org to donate and/or sign 

up to volunteer. 
 

 

 
 

Catch a Little Leprechaun Luck Bingo 

 March 12 from 6:30-8:30 
  

Come join us for pizza, lots of chances for 

prizes and have a fun family night. 

Order form is available on Josh Almyôs 

Odds & Ends email or the BLMS website. 

Reserve your spot early! 

 

A giant THANK YOU to all the wonderful parent volunteers who 

worked to make our third annual DATA (Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco 

Awareness) Week a success. From hanging posters, purchasing the 

prizes, helping set up the Coffee with the Principal, and helping with 

the various lunchtime activities, this program required the time and 

energy of a dedicated group of volunteers! Thank you to our 

volunteers: Dan Albaum , Lynda Albaum, Maureen Arnold, Libby 

Baracani, Shawna Blyth, Lisa Brashem, Mara Brashem, Sheryl 

Douglas, Soledad Feliberti, Lina Frankovich, Patty Gremboski, Hina 

Giese, Janine Kotan, Karen Ishimaru, Cindy Kacynski, Becky 

Lawrence, Nisha Maharaj, Pandy McVay, Laurel Shane, Deb Smith, 

and Maureen Vincent. I also want to give a shout out to the office staff 

for all their help with my many questions and allowing us to store 

items there during the week, your assistance was greatly appreciated! 

ɬ Alayna Niehaus, event chair 

 

http://www.visvote.org/
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What:  Parenting the Digital Child 

When:  Tuesday March 2nd 7:00 - 8:30  

Where: Beaver Lake Middle School, 25025 Southeast 32nd Street, Issaquah 

  

The digital world allows children to quickly access all sorts of information and be highly connected to 

both old friends and new friends.   If you have questions and concerns about your children’s use of 

technology, this presentation is for you!   We’ll be looking at questions like:  

  

¶ How do you teach your children about the responsibilities and potential dangers that come with 

technologies like the Internet, Facebook, video games and texting?  

¶ What limits do you set?  

¶ How do you allow your children to learn from their mistakes while guiding them to avoiding huge 

mistakes?  

¶ How do you keep up with technology changes that may affect your children?  

  

Please join us to discuss these questions and more!  

   

Presenter Information  

 Kathy Slattengren, M.Ed., is an inspirational parenting speaker and founder of Priceless Parenting, 

http://www.PricelessParenting.com.  Priceless Parenting is dedicated to providing parent education 

through online classes, presentations and coaching.  Kathy and her husband live in Seattle with their two 

teenagers.  

  

 

Parenting Presentation hosted at BLMS 

 

 

 

Ms. Jones and Mr. Berg are organizing a trip to Washington DC this coming June for interested BLMS students.  

Registration for this trip is currently open.  For more information contact either of these teachers. 

 
 

The Generation Joy Celebration and Silent Auction will be held on Saturday, May 1, 2010 at Pickering Barn in Issaquah.  

We are currently seeking donations of items or services to be sold at our silent auction.  This is a great opportunity to show 

your support of a local non-profit that involves so many of the students on the Sammamish Plateau.  Please join us in 

making this event a huge success.  We truly appreciate your help.  For more information regarding the auction or the 

Generation Joy Foundation, to make a donation, or if you are interested in receiving an invitation to this event, contact 

Linda Guard at ldguard@comcast.net or 425-392-4329. 

 
From our BLMS Staff  

Incoming Sixth Grade Transition 

The Beaver Lake PTSA presents an opportunity for incoming sixth graders to get more information about the 

everyday workings at BLMS.  This will be a panel discussion which will include current sixth grade students, 

parents, counselors, and staff teachers.  The event will be held on March 18
th

 from 6:30-8:30pm in the 

commons. 

 

http://www.pricelessparenting.com/
mailto:ldguard@comcast.net


 

 Bulldog Bytes      March 2010                          Page 4 of 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bakers Needed! 

.COMMUNITY NEWS. 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx This is the place to find other non-school related community 
events and information that benefit students. All the notices were submitted by non-profit organizations to keep your family 
updated about opportunities; the Issaquah School District does not endorse or sponsor these activities. 

 

 
 

Nourish Every Mindɭ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ ÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ%ÜÚÚɯ ÉÖÜÛȳ 

Curious about the Nourish Every Mind  Luncheon? Find out why the Foundation’s Luncheon is one of the most 

popular and well-attended social events of the year. Join us at Nourish Every Mind  2010, Thursday, May 13 from 

11:00 am ɬ 1:00 pm at the Issaquah Community Center. Hear testimonials from ISF program participants, enjoy a 

silent auction, and celebrate with 900 other civic and business leaders, parents, and friends. Contact Michelle Weldon, 

mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org to add your name to the invitation list.  

 

Want to become more involved? Become a Nourish Every Mind  Table Captain. Being a Table Captain is easy and 

fun. You just invite nine friends to join you at your table, send periodic emails, and be a gracious host. Our first-

ever Table Captain Kick-Off Party is Thursday, March 18 at the District Office, so hurry and add your name to 

the list. Contact Michelle Weldon at mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org. 

 

Overwhelming Response to Call for Grant Submissions 

The dedication and commitment of ISD teachers and staff was evident by the number of Academic Enrichment Grant 

applications submitted this year. Sixty-one grant applications were received by the Foundation—divided almost 

equally between Kateri Brow (up to $10,000) and Classroom Enrichment ($1,000 or less) requests. District staff were 

able to submit applications for projects that reflect vision and innovation in education, encourage academic 

achievement, assist struggling students, and/or support pressing needs not covered by building or district budgets. 

Winners will be announced in March. Check the Foundation website, www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org/grants for 

more information.  

 

Can You Give One Hour a Week to Change a Life? 

Then the VOICE Mentor Program needs you. VOICE, a mentoring/tutoring program funded by the Foundation and 

the District, matches students in need with caring adults or high school students who can provide one-to-one 

academic and social support. VOICE Mentors are currently serving 175 students in 21 schools, but demand far 

outweighs supply, with a special need for mentors at Maple Hills School. Make a difference…become a VOICE 

Mentor. Contact Susie Gierke, VOICE Director at 425-837-7139 or voice@issaquah.wednet.edu to apply. 

 

 

After-School Homework Labs and Clubs are here to Assist Your Student 

Help your child perform at their academic best. Remind them to use the Foundation’s FREE After-School Homework 

Clubs and Labs at every middle and high school. Both offer teacher assisted tutoring in the core areas of math and 

science. Your student can receive help for classes at all levels, from remedial to AP and IB. Some teachers even offer 

make-up classes and tests during this time. Contact your school for its After-School Homework Club/Lab schedule.   

 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx
mailto:mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org
mailto:mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org
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