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Presidents’ Bits and Bobs

Welcome back! We hope you had a fantastic Winter Break and a truly
wonderful holiday season.

January is a great time to think about change. Many of you made
resolutions for the New Year, hoping to make positive changes in your
lives. Itis also a great time to think about the changes we can make in
children’s lives with the power of PTSA advocacy. There are a couple
of ways coming up where you have the opportunity to help.

We have the opportunity to let the legislators in Olympia know how
important education is to us. We have the opportunity to remind them
that education is their “paramount duty”. PTSA Focus day will be held
in Olympia on January 18®*. You can find more information in this
newsletter about how you can be involved with this event. Let’s see
how many people we can get from Beaver Lake to march at the Capitol.
Our PTSA is a powerful force almost 1,300 voices strong. Let’s make
sure they hear us!! Because students have the day off, it is also a great
day to teach them about advocacy and raising their voices for what they
believe in.

We also want to again remind of the importance of the levies that will
be on the ballot in February. We just can’t overemphasize how critical
it is for our schools that we pass all three levies. What can you do now?
Register to vote, if you aren’t already registered. You can do so online
at: http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/Default.aspx with the deadline for

registering for the February election being January 11t. Then, when
your ballot comes in the mail, get it filled in and sent out! Encourage
your friends and neighbors to register, and then encourage them to vote
yes for the levies!

Janine Kotan and Deb Smith
BLMS PTSA Co-Presidents
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%Z\ Coffee with the Principal and
PTSA General Membership meetings

Jan. 2274 9:00 am — General Membership
February 4% 6:30pm - DATA week info
March 25% 6:30pm

May 20 6:30pm

All meetings in the Library

PTSA Nominating Committee

It is already time for the PTSA to elect
our nominating committee, who will
find next year’s officers. The
nominating committee will be elected
at the January General Membership
meeting and will then have until
March to complete their work. If you
are interested in serving on this
committee, please contact Janine Kotan
jmkotan@comcast.net.
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Golden Acorn Award Nominations

Do you know someone who is “nutty” about volunteering? Keep
your eyes open and put on you thinking cap for a volunteer who
has been invaluable to Beaver Lake Middle School this year.
Whether your volunteer is a chairperson of an event or a great
worker bee who can always be counted on, make sure you
nominate them. The Golden Acorn Award is a PTA award that
honors any volunteer who contributes in the following ways: PTSA
service, as a school volunteer (non-PTSA function), service district-
wide to our schools community, and other community service that
is not PTSA or school related. Look for further information
regarding nomination forms and deadlines (coming soon) on the
PTSA website www.blmsptsa.org. Contact Janine Kotan
imkotan@comcast.net , Lisa Brashem lebrash@comcast.net, or Lisa

Abraham abraham.l@comcast.net with questions or to nominate.
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Dates to Remember

Jan. 18 d MLK Day, no school

Jan. 22 d PTSA General Membership
meeting to elect PTSA nominating
committee 8 9:00 am library

Feb. 8-12 - Data Week

Feb. 9 8 Ballot deadline for school levies

%Eﬁ Reflections

Wow! We had some amazing entries in the Reflections program this
year! Congratulations to the over 90 students who participated. The
artwork was displayed at lunch one day and your classmates and
teachers were very impressed! Twelve of the Beaver Lake finalists
went on to the district competition. In Visual Arts the following
students went on to district: Annette Guo, Maxwell Ji, Victor Xu,
Srinithi Sellakumaran, Carolina Barros, Yu Tian (Jessica) He, and
Jessica Wang. In Photography the BLMS finalist were Jordan Boyle
and Elyssa Roeder. In Literature, Claire Warren, and in Music,
Kristen Yose and Anthony Elevanthingal all went to district.

We are excited to announce that four of the Beaver Lake finalists have
become district finalists and four received Honorable mentions at the
district level. The district finalists who will move on to compete at
the state level are: Annette Guo and Jessica He for Visual Arts,
Jordan Boyle for Photography, and Kristen Yose for Music.
Congratulations! The Honorable mentions at the district level are
Maxwell Ji and Carolina Barros for Visual Arts, Elyssa Roeder for
Photography, and Anthony Elevanthingal for Music. Great showing
for our BLMS artists!
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Focus (on Kids!) Day
Monday, January 18, 2010
Olympia, Washington

Start off the New Year with Advocacy for Our Kids by joining other PTA activists from

across the state in Olympia for the Annual Legislative Focus Day. This year we are meeting

on January 18, 2010, Mar t i n L utsbkhea Hokdaynsp &esarelannihghtod ay , a
celebrate this as a Family Event to make our voices heard.

Click Here to Download 2010 Focus Day Flyer

Register today, make your pl ans and join hundreds of other PTA members and community
leaders for an enjoyable and action - packed time in Olympia. Focus Day will once again be
based in the Columbia Room of the Legislative Dome. We suggest that you go there first to

get the latest updat es about scheduled events.

From our BLMS Staf

Interested in a guided trip to Costa Rica this June 19-24? Call Mrs. Boudreau-Stroud for information and
brochures @ 425-837-6397.

ey .4 =N
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The BLMS Science Olympiad team won 72 medals at the regional competition and went to state last
year. What an amazing cadre of students! This year a number of the same groups are returning. We are
fortunate to have a sponsor to help with funding 1 Computer Gear!! | am in need of parent volunteers for
the various events T i.e. electrical advice, building skills, chemistry skill, etc. We meet on Wed.
mornings @ 9:10 in Portable 4. Please call Mrs. Boudreau-Stroud to volunteer or learn more about the
opportunities to help @ 425-837-6397.

DATA Week

The third annual DATA week (Drug Alcohol Tobacco Awareness) will be held at Beaver Lake February 8th -
12th 2010. Students will learn about the dangers of substance abuse through displays, lunchtime activities and
a visit from Kathy Kechum, RN (The Organ Lady) for our sixth graders. The week will kick off on February
4th with Coffee with the Principal, where parents can preview some of the materials that the students will see.
If you are interested in helping with DATA week, please contact Alayna Niehaus at aniehaus13@live.com.
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Bing Annual BLMS Bingo Night will be on March €&dme join us for a night of fun with pizza,
raffles and prizes galore!

VIS¢ Volunteers br Issaquah Schools January Update

Vote NOW and vote YES!

Ballots for the Issaquah School District Levy will be mailed to all registered voters betweer{"Jand1&Y' so watch your
mail for your bélot. If you are not a registered voter, you have until Jaff.tbImail in your registration or register online at
http://www.kingcounty.gov/Elections/Registration.aspx

VIS will be ot in force with parents and school district staff waving signs and making phone calls to remind people to v
When you see those signs and receive that call, be sure to show your support.

We need 9908 YES votes on all 3 levies for the February 9" ballot i make sure yours is on all of them!

X Yes _ No M &O: Basic general classroom and operationakrieadbers and classified staff
X Yes _ No Capital: Technology and critical repairs
X Yes __ No Transportation: 41 newesaean, and efficient buses

These are renewal levies and WILL NOT raise your taxes. They will renew existing and expiring levies. When these
pass, the average homeowner will pay the same or lower school taxes for the next 4 years.

To help wih this campaign, please go wovw.visvote.orgto donate and/or sign up to volunteer.

Parent Education Opportunities

Please come to hear Kathy Slattengren speak on "Parenting the Digital Child: Setting Limits and Teaching
Responsibility in a Connected World" coming to BLMS on March 2 (Tuesday) at 7:00 pm. Kathy is an internationally
recognized parenting educator and founded Priceless Parenting in 2007. Her talk will cover how to teach your
children about the new responsibilities and potential dangers that come with the digital world they live in, limit
setting and more. Please join us in the BLMS Commons on 3/2!

Did you know other free parenting seminars are available to you? Try visiting the Issaquah School District website
under Family Resources (then click on Parenting Seminars) and you will find many interesting and informative
speakers. A couple of examples of topics on the calendar are “Understanding Teenage Stress” and “What are Teens
Really Doing Today?” If you have any suggestions of speakers and/or topics you would like to see addressed, please
feel free to contact Laurel Shane at laurel-gary_shane@msn.com .
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ISSAQUAH
SCHOOLS
FOUNDATION

Why Pay a Tutord Use After-School Homework Labs and Club

Help your middle or high school student start 2010 at their academic best. Remind them to use the Issaquah
School s Foundat iSchoobHomewdEEUbsfahdtLabs. Both offer teacher assisted tutoring in
the core areas of math and science. Some sites even have writing labs. Your student can receive help for
classes at all levels, from remedial to AP and IB. Some teachers even offer make-up classes and tests during
this time. ISF visited the Labs at PCFC and Skyline before winter break and found many grateful students
utilizing the service. Contact your school for its After-School Homework Club/Lab schedule.

Twenty-One More NBC Teachers!

Congratulations to our 21 new National Board Certified teachers. National Board Certification is considered the
pinnacle of professional development. The voluntary assessment program recognizes and rewards great
teachersd and makes them even better. The program has proven so valuable that the Secretary of Education
endorses it. Research has even shown that NBC improves student achievement and teacher retention. ISF is
pleased to contribute grants of up to $1,500 to each NBC prospect. This grant, combined with a zero-interest
loan from the District, cancover nearly the entire cost of the NBC
studentsd success.

Therebds Al ways a Reason to Shop

Now t hat Christmas i s over, itéds ti me Whenyodahoganling,n
remember to log on to Amazon through the ISF website. Yo u 6 | | earn up to 8% of
Foundation. There is no cost to youéjust shop as n

forwarded to ISF upon checkout. Thank you!

Follow these easy steps.
1. Log onto www.issaguahschoolsfoundation.org
2. Click on the Amazon logo in the left hand column of the home page
3. Youdl |l be directed to the amazon.com website.
4. Start shopping.

.COMMUNITY NEWS.

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx This is the place to find other non-school related community
events and information that benefit students. All the notices were submitted by non-profit organizations to keep your family
updated about opportunities; the Issaquah School District does not endorse or sponsor these activities.
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