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Presidents’ Bits and Bobs 
 

We hope you enjoy the February edition of the Bulldog Bytes.  It sure 

doesn’t seem like February with all of the sunshine we have been 

having! 

 

We have a couple of very exciting PTSA events coming up at Beaver 

Lake.  First is DATA week.  Drug, Alcohol, and Tobacco Awareness is 

so important for middle school age children.  The more information 

they have now, the better prepared they will be to make choices when 

they need to.  The Beaver Lake students will be doing all kinds of fun 

activities during the week.  Please check out the article in this 

newsletter to find out what some of those activities are.  You should 

also be sure to attend the Coffee with the Principal on February 4th, 

where you can preview some of the materials that your students will be 

seeing and hear a guest speaker on this important topic. 

 

The next event is all about family fun!  BINGO night is coming up in 

March.  This promises to be a great community event, so you don’t 

want to miss it.  Also, during BINGO night PTSA will be recognizing 

some outstanding volunteers with the PTSA Golden Acorn Awards.   

 

This is our last opportunity to remind you of the importance of the 

levies that are on the ballot this month.  We just can’t overemphasize 

how critical it is for our schools that we pass all three levies.  What can 

you do now?  Don’t forget to vote yes and then send in your ballot. 

Ballots are due February 9th!! 

 

Janine Kotan and Deb Smith 

BLMS PTSA Co-Presidents 

 

 

Beaver Lake Middle School PTSA 
òEncouraging Respect and Responsibilityó 
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 Coffee with the Principal and 

PTSA General Membership meetings 
 

February 4th 6:30pm  - DATA week info 

March 25th 6:30pm 

May 20th 6:30pm 

 

All meetings in the Library  

 

Golden Acorn Award Nominations  
 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
Feb. 8-12 - Data Week 
Feb. 9 ð Ballot deadline for school levies 
Feb. 26 ð Deadline for Golden Acorn 
nominations 
March 2 ð Parenting the Digital Child 
March 12 ð Bingo Night 

 

  

Vote NOW and vote YES!  

You should have received your ballot for the Issaquah School District 

Levy last week.  The best thing you can do right now is VOTE!  Get 

your ballot in the mail early.  Remember, we need 9,908 YES votes on 

all 3 levies to pass! 

 

X   Yes   ___No     M & O:  Basic general classroom and operational 

needs – teachers and classified staff 

X   Yes   ___No     Capital:  Technology and critical repairs  

X   Yes   ___No     Transportation:  41 new safe, clean, and efficient 

buses 

 

These are renewal levies and WILL NOT raise your taxes.  They will 

renew existing and expiring levies.  When these levies pass, the average 

homeowner will pay the same or lower school taxes for the next 4 years. 

 

We still need parents to help with Honk & Waves on February 8th.  

These are one of the most effective ways to remind last minute voters to 

mail their ballots.  If you'd like to help, please go to www.visvote.org or 

contact Elaine Denslow at ebdenslow@comcast.net. 
If you would like more information about the levies, visit 

www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/levy. 
 

 

 
 

Catch a Little Leprechaun Luck Bingo 

 March 12 from 5:45-8:30 
Pizza, prizes, raffle and loads of fun! 

  

Donations for prizes are welcomed. 
Also if you would like to come help us our 

for an hour 
 or if you have a student in need of 

community service hours,  
please contact Patty Grembowski 

pgrembo@clearwire.net or Tracy Blanton 

at blantonfive@gmail.com. 

 

Do you know someone who is “nutty” about volunteering?  Keep 

your eyes open and put on you thinking cap for a volunteer who 

has been invaluable to Beaver Lake Middle School this year.  

Whether your volunteer is a chairperson of an event or a great 

worker bee who can always be counted on, make sure you 

nominate them.  The Golden Acorn Award is a PTA award that 

honors any volunteer who contributes in the following ways:  PTSA 

service, as a school volunteer (non-PTSA function), service district-

wide to our schools community, and other community service that 

is not PTSA or school related.  Nomination forms are now on the 

PTSA website at www.blmsptsa.org.   Contact Janine Kotan 

jmkotan@comcast.net , Lisa Brashem lebrash@comcast.net, or Lisa 

Abraham abraham.l@comcast.net with questions or to nominate.  

The deadline for nominations is February 26.   

http://www.visvote.org/
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We have two parenting presentations coming to Beaver Lake Middle School. All parents from the 

Issaquah School District are invited, so feel free to ask a friend to come along! 

 Is your child constantly on the phone, texting or using Facebook? Do you ever wonder if you are 

doing enough to keep them safe, well-rounded and responsible? March 2nd, Kathy Slattengren will be 

speaking on Parenting the Digital Child: Setting Limits and Teaching Responsibility in a Connected 

World. This talk will cover how to teach your children about the new responsibilities and potential 

dangers that come with the connected world they live in. What limits do you set? Bring your questions! 

Beaver Lake Middle School Commons, 7:00-8:30, on March 2nd. 

 In affluent communities, it’s easy for children to have an attitude of entitlement. How do parents 

teach responsibility and accountability instead? Jan Faull will be coming to BLMS on April 20th to talk 

about Resisting Raising Children Who Feel Entitled.  Put it on your calendar! 

 If you have questions call Laurel Shane at 425-392-1338.  Both of these events are free! 

 

Information on DATA Week 
 

  
 

Parenting Presentations hosted at BLMS 

Coffee with the Principal 
DATA Week 
Thursday, February 4th 6:30pm  
BLMS Library 
 

Our third annual DATA Week (Feb 8-12) is just around the corner.  Come preview an important 
PTSA-sponsored program and hear from a King County Police Detective about what is going on in 
our community on the Plateau! DATA Week is a Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Awareness program 
geared toward heightening middle school studentôs knowledge of the dangers and consequences of 
substance abuse. Sixth grade students will meet with The Organ LadyðKathy Ketchum, R.N. - and 
all grades will experience a variety of lunchtime activities, which include a visit from law 
enforcement, a Narcotics K-9 (drug dog), and a chance to look at a crashed car. Student/Parent 
Contracts will be sent home prior to DATA Week, offering families a great way to start a 
conversation about issues of safety and responsibility. Mark your calendars to attend the Coffee with 
the Principal.  
 

 

Volunteers are needed for lunchtime activities during the week of 
February 8-12, each day from 10:00 to 12:30. Email Alayna Niehaus at 
aniehaus13@live.com to help during DATA Week. 
 

 

mailto:aniehaus13@live.com
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From our BLMS Staff     

  
 

Hey Folks, 

 

As many of you know, the students at BLMS are annually participating in a Humanitarian Drive to help with the 

education and basic needs of children in rural areas of South Africa.  Due to the efforts of our children, the project 

has grown exponentially to include several schools, businesses and community members in this area.  This growth 

has resulted in the formation of Generation Joy Foundation (www.genjoy.org ), a 501c3 non-profit organization.  

GenJoy was formed to ensure the success of the project as more and more people become involved.  GenJoyós 

mission is focused on ñKids helping Kidsò.  Last year over 2,500 children in our community collected, donated 

and helped deliver items to over 6,200 children in 32 schools in South Africa!  I feel fortunate to have witnessed 

firsthand the impact of the children here in this community. 

 

As such, the Generation Joy Foundation is having its second annual fundraising event.  The Generation Joy 

Celebration and Silent Auction will be held on Saturday, May 1, 2010 at Pickering Barn in Issaquah.  This event 

will serve as a thank you to business and community members for supporting our annual humanitarian 

project at Beaver Lake Middle School.  The event will also raise funds to support our Foundationôs mission. 

 

We are currently seeking donations of items or services to be sold at our silent auction.  This is a great opportunity 

to show your support of a local non-profit that involves so many of the students on the Sammamish Plateau.  

Please join us in making this event a huge success.  We truly appreciate your help.   

 

For more information regarding the auction or the Generation Joy Foundation, to make a donation, or if you are 

interested in receiving an invitation to this event, contact Linda Guard at ldguard@comcast.net or 425-392-4329. 

 

Thanks so much for your support. 

 

Curtis Betzler 

Beaver Lake Middle School 

8
th
 Grade Science 

(and Generation Joy Foundation J) 

 

 

The PTSA Nominating Committee has been elected 

and is beginning their work to find the members of 

the 2010-2011 Executive Committee, who will be 

elected at the April General Membership meeting.  

If you would like to nominate someone or yourself, 

please contact Leslie Miniken 

leslieminiken@comcast.net,  

Lisa Lo lisa.lo@comcast.net,  

Tricia Furphy triciafurphy@yahoo.com, or  

Christy McCarthy christy.mccarthy@comcast.net. 

SKYLINE HIGH SCHOOL WELCOME NIGHT  

FEBRUARY 23
rd

 

 

6:30 - Freshmen Parents 

7:00 - Sophomore Parents 

 

Information for parents & rising students 

regarding course requests for the 2010-2011 school 

year 

 

The evening will conclude at 8:30 pm 

 

Ms. Jones and Mr. Berg are organizing a trip to Washington DC this coming June for interested BLMS 

students.  Registration for this trip is currently open.  For more information contact either of these teachers. 

http://www.genjoy.org/
mailto:ldguard@comcast.net
mailto:leslieminiken@comcast.net
mailto:lisa.lo@comcast.net
mailto:triciafurphy@yahoo.com
mailto:christy.mccarthy@comcast.net
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Bakers Needed! 

.COMMUNITY NEWS. 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx This is the place to find other non-school related community 
events and information that benefit students. All the notices were submitted by non-profit organizations to keep your family 
updated about opportunities; the Issaquah School District does not endorse or sponsor these activities. 

 

 
Nourish Every Mind Luncheon is Coming 
Mark your calendar and save the date éMay 13 is the Issaquah Schools Foundationôs 12th Annual Nourish 
Every Mind Luncheon. The event features inspirational testimonials from ISF grant recipients, teacher 
displays, a silent auction and the chance to socialize with 900 civic and business leaders and friends. The 
doors open at 11:00, lunch begins at noon, and the program ends at 1:00 pm. Please join us. 
 
100 Table Captains Needed ïTable Captains are essential to the success of the Luncheon. The job is 
easy, low pressure and fun.  Contact Michelle Weldon at ISF, mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org, 
425.416.2045 for more information.  
 
Why Pay a Tutor? Use After-School Homework Labs and Club 
Help your middle or high school student start 2010 at their academic best. Remind them to use the 
Issaquah Schools Foundationôs FREE After-School Homework Clubs and Labs. Both offer teacher assisted 
tutoring in the core areas of math and science. Contact your school for its After-School Homework Club/Lab 
schedule.   
 
Planning to Shop Online for Valentineôs Day? 
Remember to log on to amazon through the ISF website to earn up to 8% of your purchase price for the 
Foundation. There is no cost to youéjust shop as normal. The donation will automatically be calculated and 
forwarded to ISF upon checkout.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The BLMS PTSA would like to thank all of our wonderful parent volunteers for bringing in treats and snacks every 
Monday, as part of our BLMS Teacher/Staff Appreciation.  Also thanks to all of our parent volunteers for running 
Popcorn Sales every Friday, through all sorts of inclement weather.  And lastly, thanks to our parent volunteers for 
your efforts in serving up Root Beer Floats for all of our Honor Roll Students.   Parents, we couldn't do it without 
you, you're the best!!! 

 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx
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