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Presidents’ Bits and Bobs 
 

Welcome back, we hope you all had a fun and relaxing Spring 

Break!  Spring is definitely in the air, but it would be nice if it 

were a little warmer.  It seems hard to believe that so much of this 

school year is done.  The time has really flown by!   

 

Please join us for an excellent Parent Education opportunity this 

month.  Jan Faull will be here at Beaver Lake on April 20
th

 to 

speak about resisting raising children who feel entitled.  You can 

find more information regarding this seminar in this newsletter 

and also on the website.  Donôt forget that you can find out about 

Parent Education seminars throughout the district on the Issaquah 

Council website www.issaquahptsa.org.   

 

Also on April 20
th

, prior to the Parent Ed seminar we will hold a 

PTSA General Membership meeting.  We will elect our officers 

for next yearôs PTSA.  The nominating committee worked hard 

finding great candidates for the elected positions.  You can see the 

slate posted on the doors into the commons. 

 

We hope you enjoy this issue of the Bulldog Bytes.   

 
 

Janine Kotan and Deb Smith 

BLMS PTSA Co-Presidents 

 

 

Beaver Lake Middle School PTSA 
òEncouraging Respect and Responsibilityó 
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Make time for this important and free parenting seminar! 

 

Tuesday, April 20, 7 PM - 8:30 PM  

Beaver Lake Middle School Commons 

 

In affluent communities it is easy for children to acquire an attitude of entitlement. How often have you 

bought something for your child just because they wanted it or their friends had it? Parents know it is not 

in their child’s best interest to indulge their every whim. 

Come hear Jan Faull speak about Resisting Raising Children Who Feel Entitled . She’ll cover: How do 

parents teach responsibility and accountability instead? It’s tough, but worthwhile because children who 

learn to delay gratification have better long term outcomes.  

 

Please join us in the BLMS Commons on April 20th. 

Sponsored by your BLMS PTSA. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 Coffee with the Principal and 

PTSA General Membership meetings 
 

April 20th 6:30pm – PTSA meeting and 

  Parent Ed seminar 

May 20th 6:30pm 

 

All meetings in the Library  

 

 Bingo Night was a great success.  We would like to thank all of 

the volunteers who helped us with this event.  

Nora Omelia , April Perla,  Lillen Namba,  Elizabeth Horcher,  

Mary Swanson,  Sally Leist, Missy Young, Gary Grembowski, 

Wendy Carter, Miriam Espinosa, Rosemarie Randolph, Chris 

Blanton,  Annette DeFigueiredo,  Kara Stender,  Heather 

Roundtree,  Tina Yerges , Lisa Brashem,  Sheryl Douglas, 

Rachel Long, Julie Rabold,  Jane Watkins, Laura Thomas, Judy 

Babb,  Diane Young,  Bridget Salmick plus the BLMS staff and 

all the students from Skyline High School & Pacific Cascade 

Freshman Campus 
 

 
Parenting Presentation hosted at BLMS 
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Destination Imagination News  

  

 Join us in congratulating  four BLMS teams that won multiple awards at the Seattle-Metro Region 

Destination Imagination Tournament.  You will be proud to know that BLMS had a 

disproportionally high standing on the awards podium.  

  

Destination Imagination (DI) is a program that builds creativity, problem solving and teamwork 

skills.  It is an international event which begins at the Regional level and culminates in a global 

competition in Tennessee.  Washington state has five regions.  The Seattle-Metro Regional 

Tournament was held February 27th  at PCFC, and it included schools from all over King County.  

Winners of the Regional tournament advance to the state tournament in Wenatchee.  A win at State 

advances a team to compete at Globals.  For descriptions of the individual challenges, please see 

http://www.idodi.org/index.php/2009-10-season/2009-10-challenges 

  

The following students did their school proud and should be recognized for their months of hard 

work, dedication and accomplishments. 

  

“The Four Green Electric Monkeys,” fielded by Courtney Crocker, Vidhi Singh, Cynthis Wong and 

Jenny Yang (all 6th graders) won 1st place in the DI-Bot challenge.  These young ladies will be 

representing the Seattle-Metro region at the State tournament in Wenatchee at the end of March.  

  

“The Light Brothers,” fielded by Pratik Vaidya (Grade 7), Spencer Pfaff (Grade 7), Charles Blondino 

(Grade 6), and McNair Shaw (Grade 6) won 1st place in DIrect DIposit challenge. These young men 

will also be representing the Seattle-Metro region at the State tournament in Wenatchee.  

  

 “Pieces of Pi,” fielded by Niyathi Chakrapani, Zac Chambers, Alexandra Burke, Sophia Michener 

and Shevlin Maharaj (all 7th graders) won 2nd place in the Breaking DI News challenge.   

  

“When Pigs Fly” fielded by  Anna Mondloch, Adithti Addepalli, Victoria Woods, Ellie Mondloch 

and Madeline Miller won 3rd place in the “You’re Gonna Flip!” challenge. 

 

In addition to these medal standings, BLMS teams were also the proud recipients of several 

prestigious awards.  “The Four Green Electric Monkeys” won the Da Vinci Award  for outstanding 

creativity and “The Light Brothers” and “Pieces of Pi” both won Renaissance Awards for outstanding 

engineering design. 

 

http://www.idodi.org/index.php/2009-10-season/2009-10-challenges
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CALLING ALL PARENTS OF STUDENTS ATTENDING PINE LAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL NEXT YEAR! 

 

The upcoming 2010-2011 school year will be a big one with all the new boundary changes.  The PTSA 

board will play a crucial role in unifying and leading the new PLMS community. Do you want to be a 

part of this wonderful new PTSA Board? Or do you know parents of incoming Discovery, Sunny Hills, 

or Beaver Lake students that you think would be perfect for the job?  This is a wonderful chance to learn 

all about Pine Lake and make a difference in the lives of students.  Due to a two-year term limit, Pine 

Lake Middle School PTSA is currently looking for volunteers to serve in the following positions:  PTSA 

President, Treasurer and Vice President of Communications.  Job descriptions can be found on the Pine 

Lake PTSA website www.pinelakeptsa.org .  Contact Gina Jannetto if you want to volunteer or if you 

have questions.  gjannetto@comcast.net 

 
 

And from our newest Middle School . . . 

  
PTA KICK-OFF AND ELECTIONS WITH GUEST SPEAKER PRINCIPAL DANA BAILEY 

 

Join the Pacific Cascade Middle School PTA and PCMS Principal Dana Bailey on Monday, April 26th for 

the PCMS PTA’s Charter Meeting.  This will be the first opportunity to join the PCMS PTA, and we will 

elect the 2010-2011 PTA officers.  Principal Bailey will be there to talk about new developments for PCMS, 

opportunities for parental involvement and the upcoming school year.  The meeting will be in the PCMS 

Gym at 6:30pm to 8:00pm.  Please join us!  For more information, please contact Kristin Behn at 

k.behn@comcast.net or Renee Zimmerman at reneez@ihmail.com 

 

Last but not least . . .          

 

Skyline PTSA is having a "getting to know the ropes" at Skyline session in the library on Tuesday 6th April 

@ 7o/c.  

  

Lisa Hechtman will be talking about how to navigate around school and answering questions. (Please, it is 

not a session to comment about the open evening in January ~ that has been done ! ) 

  

It is a positive way to go into the new school year with your questions answered. And remember that if you 

are a member of Skyline PTSA via PCFC we will be voting on our slate ~ so come to the business meeting at 

7 o/c or to the Q&A session starting at 7.15'ish. 

 

http://www.pinelakeptsa.org/
mailto:gjannetto@comcast.net
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Bakers Needed! 

.COMMUNITY NEWS. 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx This is the place to find other non-school related community 
events and information that benefit students. All the notices were submitted by non-profit organizations to keep your family 
updated about opportunities; the Issaquah School District does not endorse or sponsor these activities. 

 

 
 

Nourish Every Mind  Update: Over 97 PTSA members, sponsors, donors and community members have 

signed up to be Table Captains for the Foundation’s May 13, 2010 Nourish Every Mind  Benefit Luncheon. If 

you are planning to host a table, but have not yet contacted the Foundation, please do so today. Space is 

limited to 100 tables. Call or email Michelle Weldon, mweldon@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org, 

425.416.2045. 

 

Surprise! 

This year, winners of Issaquah Schools Foundation Academic Enrichment Grant awards were notified not 

by email or phone call, but with banners. On the mornings of March 18 and 24, winning teachers arrived at 

their schools to find congratulatory banners hung on their school buildings and in their classrooms. The 

Foundation thanks the principals—who helped pull off the surprise –and Krista Mui (IMS and PCFC, 

PTSA’s) for coordinating the banner campaign. You can find the complete list of 2010 Academic 

Enrichment Grant winners at http://www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org/grants/. 

 

Why Pay a Tutor? 

Remind your student to use the Foundation’s FREE After-School Homework Clubs and Labs at middle 

and high schools. Both offer teacher assisted tutoring. Contact your school for its After-School Homework 

Club/Lab schedule.   

 

Can You Spare an Hour a Week to Change a Life? 

Then the VOICE Mentor Program needs you. VOICE, a mentoring/tutoring program funded by the 

Foundation and the District, matches students in need with caring adults or high school students who can 

provide one-to-one academic and social support. Please contact Susie Gierke, VOICE Director at 

425.837.7139 or voice@issaquah.wednet.edu to apply.  

 

 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx
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