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Presidents’ Bits and Bobs 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read the November edition of the 

Bulldog Bytes.  With the school year in full swing and the Holidays 

just around the corner it is a busy time of year.  While it is 

disappointing that the fall social activity (the BBQ) had to be 

cancelled, we are in the planning stages for many other exciting 

PTSA activities.  There are no plans to reschedule the fall event, but 

we are already looking forward to the spring community event-

BINGO night!   Our award winning drug, alcohol and tobacco 

awareness program (DATA week) will be held in February and the 

committee has already begun preparations for that.  The holiday gift 

card drive will also take place again this year.  We are fortunate to 

have such a generous community that is so willing to help others! 

 

Once again we want to remind you of the importance of the levies 

that will be on the ballot in February.   I know February seems like a 

long way away, but it is so critical for our schools that we work now 

to pass all three levies.  What can you do now?  Register to vote, if 

you aren’t already registered.  Encourage your friends and neighbors 

to register, and then encourage them to vote yes in February! 

 

One of the BLMS PTSA goals this year is to increase the number and 

diversity of adult (volunteer) participation at Beaver Lake.  With so 

many different ways to contribute, both small and large, we believe 

that there is something for everyone.  We would like to encourage 

you all to find your “thing”.   

 

 

Janine Kotan and Deb Smith 

BLMS PTSA Co-Presidents 

 
 

Beaver Lake Middle School PTSA 
òEncouraging Respect and Responsibilityó 
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 Coffee with the Principal and 

PTSA General Membership meetings 

 

December 17th 6:30pm 

February 4th 6:30pm 

March 25th 6:30pm 

May 20th 6:30pm 

All meetings in the Library  

 

October Meeting Re-cap 

If you missed the October 1st PTSA 

General membership meeting, here is 

some of what took place:  A presentation 

by ASB Students regarding Beaver Lake 

activities; a presentation by the Issaquah 

Schools Foundation Rep regarding the 

Calling for Kids campaign; a presentation 

by a District Rep and Volunteers for 

Issaquah Schools regarding the upcoming 

levies; we approved our mission and 

goals; we approved our annual budget; 

and we voted to endorse the upcoming 

levies.  The next General membership 

meeting will be held on December 17th at 

6:30pm. 
 

 

 

To Patty Grembowski for her work on the directory and to Karen 

Ishimaru for helping with the directory mailing. 

To Judy Babb and Patty Grembowski for doing the PTSA 

membership entry. 

To Diane Young, Sue Lee, Deb Smith and Janine Kotan for 

serving on the Bucks for Bulldogs Committee. 

And to Amy Huish for planning the Back to School BBQ.  Even 

though the event was cancelled, Amy did a lot of work on it. 

 

New Student Scavenger Hunt  - Our incoming 6th graders, as 

well as some new 7th and 8th graders, had a fantastic showing at 

the New Student Scavenger Hunt on August 21st.   We had a 

huge number of students participate and we couldn’t have 

pulled it off without the wonderful help of our parent and 

student volunteers including Kimie Tono, Judy Lunde, Deb 

Smith, Janine Kotan, Lacey Young, Anya Niehaus and Maeve 

Bowler.  We would also like to extend our thanks to the 

following BLMS leadership students for their help:  Sydney 

Smith, Kendall Candioglas, Gauri Sharma, Mackenzie Anderson, 

Zoe Fielden, Kristina Helling and Andrew Smith.   

Hearing and Vision Screening  - A big thank you to all our parent 

volunteers for your help with the 7th grade hearing and vision 

screening.  With such a great turn-out of parents helping, we 

were able to smoothly screen the entire 7th grade and have it 

wrapped up before noon.  Our fabulous helpers were:  Vicki 

Adamson, Lina Frankovich, Jacque Steenman, Ranjani 

Chakrapani, Kathy Baril, Ingrid Crouch, Sue Moyer, Rachel 

Long, Kim Fancher, Viv Hong, Qun Xie, Noelle Gibson, Katie 

Mondloch, Stephanie Mittman, Lisa Erwin, Laura Walker, Brett 

Whitney, Roberta Renton, Kara Neary, Emma Hansford-Smith, 

Naomi Stokes and Diane Young.  If I've forgotten anyone, please 

let Diane know.  Thanks so much parents, you’re the best!  

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
Nov. 10 ð Veterans Day Assembly 
Nov. 11 ð Veterans Day ð No school 
Nov. 16-20 ð Holiday Gift/Food Drive 
Nov. 26-27 ð Thanksgiving Holiday 
Dec. 1 ð End of 1st trimester, 

  10:27 release time 
  
 

 Directories were mailed to the homes of all PTSA members 

on October 28th.  If you do not receive your copy by Nov. 13, 

contact Patty Grembowski at pgrembo@clearwire.net. 

 

mailto:pgrembo@clearwire.net
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The annual BLMS gift card and food drive is quickly approaching!  During the week of 
November 16th - 20th, we will be collecting gift cards and food to benefit families who are 

struggling this Holiday Season.   We helped so many families last year and we are excited for 
another opportunity to assist those in need.   Gift cards will be accepted from any location, 
but  please attach the receipt to them !  Some popular ideas are area grocery stores, Target, 

area restaurants, gas cards, ToysRUs, etc.   We will also collect three types of food: cereal, 
juice and meals in a can (i.e. - chili, stew, etc.).   There will be two contests - one in the kids' 

first period classes and one by their lunch period!   Thank you so much for helping to 
support our community!  

 

 

 

 

Bucks for Bulldogs – Your Pass the Hat  

Contributions at work in the classroom 

Have you ever wondered what happens to the dollars that you contribute to the Pass the Hat fundraiser?   

The majority of those dollars make it directly into the classroom through the Bucks for Bulldogs staff 

grant program.  The Board of Directors recently approved almost $20,000 in staff grants that will 

positively impact the education of our students.  Technology was in high demand this year with several 

requests for ACTIV Boards and accessories, DVD/VCR combos, computer speakers, and printers.  We 

were also able to fulfill requests for software, books for Counseling and BEL, Bullying awareness posters, 

sports equipment, a guest speaker for Health classes, sound recording equipment, floor cushions for 

reading comfort, and more.  PTSA is also helping to fund Club 7 this year, along with ISF. 

 



 

 Bulldog Bytes      November 2009                          Page 4 of 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Bakers Needed! 

 

 
  
 

X   Yes   ___No     M & O:  Basic general classroom and operational needs ð teachers and classified staff  
X   Yes   ___No     Capi tal:  Technology and critical repairs  
X   Yes   ___No     Transportation:  41 new safe, clean, and efficient buses  
 
Did you know thaté 
  é65% of Issaquah School District residents DO NOT have kids K-12? 
              éonly 50% of parents in the ISD are currently registered to vote?  
  éonly 35% of those registered to vote will actually vote? 
  éit costs VIS $70,000 to run the campaign? 
  éit costs the ISD $250,000 to get the issues on the King County ballot? 
 
If people donõt vote and the levies donõt pass, not only will our students suffer from the loss of what the 
levies provide, but the district loses money and has to run the campaign again.  Thatõs $250,000 that 
could have gone into the classrooms.  
 
These are considered renewal levies ð they will renew ex isting and expiring levies.  The passing of these 
levies will not raise the local schools tax that is part of your property tax.  The average homeowner will 
pay the same or lower taxes over the lifetime of these levies (4 years).  

So get the word out to all  your neighbors, friends, and family ð Vote YES in January for the THREE 
Issaquah School District LEVIES!    

 

We need 9908  YES votes on all 3 levies for the February 9 th  ballot ð make 
sure yours is on all of them!  

 

.COMMUNITY NEWS. 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx This is the place to find other non-school related community 
events and information that benefit students. All the notices were submitted by non-profit organizations to keep your family 
updated about opportunities; the Issaquah School District does not endorse or sponsor these activities. 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx

