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Presidents’ Bits and Bobs 
 
 

Happy Holidays!  We hope you all enjoy your time spent with family 

and friends this month.  As we move into this season, we are 

reminded of how lucky we are to live in a community that is so 

willing to help others.  We have already seen the incredible 

generosity of our Beaver Lake families with our November Gift Card 

and Food Drive.  We hope to see that generosity continue in the new 

year when we begin our Humanitarian drive for South Africa.  You 

can find out all about the BLMS humanitarian project by attending 

the Coffee with the Principal and PTSA meeting that will be held on 

December 17th.  You will hear Mr. Betzler talk about what this project 

means and share his experience in traveling to South Africa.   You 

don’t want to miss the photos of the beautiful children whose lives 

are touched by our families.   

 

Look for information in this newsletter regarding DATA (Drug 

Alcohol Tobacco Awareness) week which is coming up in February.  

The committee is hard at work planning for this important event.  

Also this month, you can find information about other ways to get 

involved including expressing your values as they relate to the 

teacher contract,  being on the nominating committee to select next 

year’s PTSA officers, or attending Focus Day. 

 

We will be reminding you each month of the importance of the levies 

that will be on the ballot in February.  We just can’t overemphasize 

how critical it is for our schools that we pass all three levies.  What 

can you do now?  Register to vote, if you aren’t already registered.  

Encourage your friends and neighbors to register, and then encourage 

them to vote yes in February! 

 

 

Janine Kotan and Deb Smith 

BLMS PTSA Co-Presidents 

  

Beaver Lake Middle School PTSA 
òEncouraging Respect and Responsibilityó 
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 Coffee with the Principal and 

PTSA General Membership meetings 

 

 December 17th 6:30pm 

February 4th 6:30pm 

March 25th 6:30pm 

May 20th 6:30pm 

All meetings in the Library  

 

 

BLMS Holiday Drive 

The annual food and gift card drive was a raging success! The 

community at BLMS gave 3500 dollars in gift cards and we collected 

over 3000 pounds of food! The students worked hard and many 

families in need will benefit this holiday season! A big Thank You to 

our wonderful staff for helping to make this endeavor successful. 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
Nov. 10 ð Veterans Day Assembly 
Nov. 11 ð Veterans Day ð No school 
Nov. 16-20 ð Holiday Gift/Food Drive 
Nov. 26-27 ð Thanksgiving Holiday 
Dec. 1 ð End of 1st trimester, 

  10:27 release time 
  
 

Congratulations to all those who participated.  We had 90 entries in 

Reflections.  Below are all those who participated this year in 

Reflections.  The artwork was displayed at lunch one day and your 

classmates and teachers were very impressed!   

Elyssa Roeder, Niyathi Chakrapani, Alexa Christianson, Jordan Boyle, 

Elyssa Roeder, Nishant Narayanan, Lara Hakam, Bennett Lees, 

Anthony Elevanthingal, Karanth  Shruti, Kristen Yods, Claire Warren, 

Yaqing Guo, Suzanne Feeney, Peri Cyr, Kieran Dong, Parker Mace,  

Srinithi Sellakumaran Latha,  Jamie Thorgalsen, Emily Feng, Bobby 

Denslow, Sari Brashem, Austin gates, Shama Joshi, Tyler Sager, Jaden 

Mongauzy, Tyler Blad, Eric Ishimary, Madison Rupp, Teagan Wilkins, 

Karishma Mandyam, Kian Tingey, Thomas Khuu, Nahtasha Shook, 

Sadie Wilbur, Brian Shih, Alex Allen, Doug Winegarden, Meena 

Sethuraman, Madeline Ryan, Emily Jackson, Victor Xu, Vikas Reddy, 

Pan Zheng, Kelley Sullivan, Ali Clough, Mane Ford, Caroline Barros, 

Katie Hammond,  Su Nikhil Kaza, Bianca Lindberg, Annette Guo, 

Natsucha Rungsigul, Anna Tono, lacey Young, Sadie Luther, Allie 

Warfield, Tanner Eggert, Sanjana Gang, Raveeha Mahmood, Divya Raj, 

Hailey Evans, Paul Jett, Divya Raj, Annie Moore, Claire Warren, 

Madison Laycock, Divya Rajaselchar, Kieran Dong, Jenna Bellavia, 

Taylor Russell, Graham Zylstra, Thomas Khuu, and Nagu 

Chidambaram, Chuqiao Gao, Kristaley Umezawa, Annette Guo, 

Maxwell Ji , and Yu Tian (Jessica) He. 

Unfortunately, only 12 entries can go on to district from BLMS, we 

would have liked to send many more.  We do want to wish those 12 

entries congratulations and good luck at Districts.   The entries that will 

be moving on are:  Visual Arts:  Annette Guo, Maxwell Ji, Victor Xu, 

Srinithi Sellakumaran, Carolina Barros, Yu Tian (Jessica) He, and Jessica 

Wang  Photography:  Jordan Boyle, Elyssa Roeder  Literature:  Claire 

Warren Music: Stepahnie  Yose and Anthony Elerathingal. 

Finally, thank you to all who helped with the Reflections Program this 

year!  This year’s volunteers were Ann Rackers, Linda Guard, Shawna 

Blyth, Kevin Kotan, Reisha Holton and Janine Kotan.     

 

 

PTSA Nominating Committee 

 

It is already time for the PTSA to elect 

our nominating committee, who will 

find next year’s officers.  The 

nominating committee will be elected 

at the December General Membership 

meeting and will then have until 

March to complete their work.  If you 

are interested in serving on this 

committee, please contact Janine Kotan 

jmkotan@comcast.net.  
 
  

 

 

Reflections 
Wow!  We had some amazing entries this year.  

mailto:jmkotan@comcast.net
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Focus (on Kids!) Day  
Monday, January 18, 2010  

Olympia, Washington   

 

COME ONE, COME ALL & BRING YOUR KIDS!  

 

Spend a FUN and MEANINGFUL MLK Holiday in our State Capitol.  
March with your kids. Rally on the Steps. Learn about the issues while your kids learn how government and advocacy works. Our Legislators 

need to know that weôre counting on them to advance childrenôs issues. So, mark your calendar, make your plans, grab as many friends as you 

can, and join hundreds of other PTA members for an enjoyable and action packed time in Olympia.  
Want to know more? Find Focus Day on Facebook.  
Additional information at: www.wastatepta.org or call the WSPTA office at (253) 565 - 2153.  

 

 

Skyline Holiday Bazaar 

             
The Skyline High School Booster Club invites you to join them for their annual Holiday Bazaar 

on December 5th from 9-3 at Skyline High School.  Enjoy the day browsing the booths filled 

with beautiful handcrafted gift items and more. There will be live music, great food and drink 

from gourmet espresso catering and Big House BBQ.  Spend your Saturday at the Skyline 

Holiday Bazaar. All proceeds benefit extra curricular activities at the Skyline.  Visit 

www.skylineboosterclub.org 

See you there! 

 

 

http://www.skylineboosterclub.org/
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Bakers Needed! 

 

               
  
 In February, the Issaquah School District and the Issaquah Education Association, the union that represents ISD 

teachers, will begin bargaining for a new contract. The current contract expires at the end of August 2010. As with 
the last contract, the bargaining team has granted the Issaquah PTSA Council the opportunity to present a 
ȰÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÖÁÌÕÅÓȱ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅ-bargaining phase. Since many issues, such as the school 
calendar, parent-teacher conferences, gradebook system inputs, and teacher training opportunities, are decided 
through the contract bargaining process, we believe it is important that the voice of our students and parents is 
heard in the hopes that the final contract will reflect the values that are most important to our children and 
families. 
The Issaquah PTSA Council is working with our local school PTSAs and the Issaquah Chapter of Stand for Children 
to gather input from our ISD families. What is most important to you and your children in terms of the education 
they receive in our district? What do you value most about the instruction time your children spend in our schools? 
What would you change? What would you like to see more of or less of? Please email your thoughts ɀ no particular 
format required ɀ to blmsptsa@gmail.com ×ÉÔÈ ȰCommunity Valuesȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÌÉÎÅȟ ÎÏ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙȟ 
December 14th. The Issaquah PTSA Council will collect all the inputs and put them together in a community values 
paper that will be presented to the bargaining team at the beginning of February.  
 

If You Were At the Bargaining Table, What Would You Say? 

.COMMUNITY NEWS. 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx This is the place to find other non-school related community 
events and information that benefit students. All the notices were submitted by non-profit organizations to keep your family 
updated about opportunities; the Issaquah School District does not endorse or sponsor these activities. 

DATA Week 
The third annual DATA week (Drug Alcohol Tobacco Awareness) will be held at 

Beaver Lake February 8th - 12th 2010.   Students will learn about the dangers of 

substance abuse through displays, lunchtime activities and a visit from Kathy 

Kechum, RN (The Organ Lady) for our sixth graders.  The week will kick off on 

February 4th with Coffee with the Principal, where parents can preview some of the 

materials that the students will see.   If you are interested in helping with DATA 

week, please contact Alayna Neihaus aniehaus13@live.com. 

mailto:blmsptsa@gmail.com
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx
mailto:aniehaus13@live.com

